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Today, as every day, we began with the morning prayer and meditation. Father Donald Petraitis, former 
General Superior, presided over the Eucharist. He was assisted by Frs. William Hayward and Anthony 
Skwierczyński. In his homily Fr. Petraitis drew the attention of the liturgy participants to the need of 
keeping the Marian tradition of remaining faithful to God in spite of difficulties and obstacles so that we 
may bring hope to people entrusted to our care.  
 
The Chapter proceedings started with the communal prayer and readings from the Holy Scripture. Then 

the minutes were read and ratified with corrections.  
 
During the morning session, the Vicariates in Asia, Latvia, Portugal, and Cameroon presented their 
reports. After the questions regarding the reports were answered, the Chapter members learned the 
results of the survey conducted in the Congregation prior to the Chapter. It was decided, upon satisfying 
all questions as to the survey, that the new General Government shall make use of and circulate within 
the Congregation the survey results, keeping them completely anonymous, so that they may become an 
inspiration for our confreres.  
 
Next, using the so-called synodical method (which means that everyone speaks in an established 
manner), we opened a discussion on the Congregation’s Status. Each speaker was to give his opinion 

about the signs of growth within the Congregation, to suggest possible means of responding to various 
challenges, and to identify alarming practices. The discussion was interrupted due to the lack of time. It 
will resume tomorrow, which means that the election of the Superior General and his Council may be 
delayed.  
 
After the evening prayers and dinner, some Chapter members met informally to discuss candidates for 
the General Government.  
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